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REMARKS 



m the Office Action, dated November 25, 2002, the Examiner states that 
Cla.ms 1-35 are pending and Ciaims 1-35 are rejected. By the present Amendment 
Applicant amends the claims. 

In the Office Action, the Patent Office rejects Claims 1-11. 13-20. 22 and 24- 
26 under 35 USC §i02(b) as anticipated by the Applicant's prior US Patent No 
6,531.050. Applicant has cancelled Claims 1-10. but respectfully disagrees wrth this 
rejection as to the other claims. 

Claims 11-28 are directed to a ^vindow wrap device. In contrast US 
5,531,050 Claims a corner finishing device. While there arB similar features to'both 
the window wrap and comer finishing device, not all the features of the window wrap 
as Claimed are disclosed by the comer finishing device. 

Independent Claim 11 (the other rejected claims being dependent thereon) 
Claims multiple components, each of the components connected to each other at 
their longitudinal ends so that the wail extensions of each of said components all 
extend outwardly from their said joint and lie in the same plane, the jamb/sill 
extensions of each said portion of all extending reanvardly fn.m their said joint each 
said jamb/sill extension lying perpendicular to the wall extensions, to form the^ 
window wrap There is absolutely no disclosure in US 5.531.050 for a window wrap 
having these new features. 

under 35 USC §102, anticipation requires that a single refei^noe discloses 
each and every element of Applicant's claimed invention. Akzo N V v US 
International Trade Commission, 808 F.2d 1471, 1479, 1 USPQ 2d.1241 1245 (Fed 
Cir. 1 986). IVioreover. anticipation is not shown even if the differences between the 
Claims and the references are -insubstantial" and one skilled in the art could supply 
the missing elements. Structure Rubber Producis Co. v. ParH Rubber Co 749 F 2d 
707, 716, 223 USPQ 12S4, 1270 (Fed. Cir. 1984). 
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Since the Applicant's prior US Patent No. 5.531,050 fails to disclose all the 
elemer,ts defined in Applicant's claimed invention, the rejection under 35 USC 
§1 02(b) has been overcome and should be withdrawn. 

In the Office Action, the Patent Office rejects Claims 12. 21. 23 and 27-35 
under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant's prior US Patent No 
5.531 .050. The Applicant respectfully disagrees with this rejection. 

As previously mentioned. Claims 11^28 a,^ directed to a window wrap device 
Claims 29-35 are directed to a method of finishing a window frame with the w,ndow 
wrap device. 

As previously stated, the Applicant's prior US Patent No. 5.531,050 does not 
disclose all the elements of the presently claimed window wrap. That patent also 
does not disclose a method of finishing a window frame. The rejection is not based 
on any other cited prior art reference but merely states that it would have been 
Obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the comer finishing device of US 5.531,050 to create the claimed window wrap of the 
present application and to finish a window with the window wrap. However the 
Patent Office has failed to provide any further cited prior art reference to support the 
posrtion that it would have obvious to modify the Applicant's prior invention. 

It is submitted that the question under 35 USC §103(a) is whether the totality 
of the art would collectively suggest the claimed invention to one of ordinary skill in 
this art. In re Simon. 461 F.2d 1387,174 USPQ 114 (CCPA 1972). 

The test is whether the invention as a whole, in light of all the teachings of the 
references in their entireties, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made. Connelf v. Sears. Roebuck Co 722 F 2d 
1542. 220 USPQ 193 (Fed. Cir. 1983). A teaching, suggestion or incentive must 
exist to make the combination made by the inventor. Interconnect Planning Corp. v 
Fett. llAr F.2d 1132. 1 143. 227 USPQ 543, 551 (Fed. Cir. 1988). 

However, no reason or suggestion in the evidence of record exists why one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have modified the corner finishing devices of US 
5.531.050 to create the claimed window wrap and method of finishing a window 
without using impemiissible hindsight. Further, the Examiner has taken Official' 
Notice of the fact that such modification would have been obvious. Applicant 
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challenges the Examiner's personal knowledge of what one of ordinary skill in the art 
knows and would consider obvious, and would like the Examiner to produce support 
for his personal knowfedge. 

Applicant has added new Claims 36-45 directed to the use of drywall comer 
finishing device components to form a window wrap. As previously discussed the 
Applicant's prior US Patent No. 5.531.050 does not disclose, teach or suggest the 
use of drywall components for use as a window wrap. 

In light of the foregoing response, all the outstanding objections and rejections 
have been overcome. Applicant respectfully submits that this application should now 
be .n better condition for allowance and respectfully requests favorable 
oonsideration. 



Respectfully submitted. 

February 5 7003 /^.^ U^, 

^^^^ Attorney for Applicant 

Brian W. Hameder 
c/o Ladas & Parry 
224 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 80604 
(312) 427-1300 
Reg. No. 45613 
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DOCKET; CU-2646 

IN. THE UNJTED STATES PAT FNT AND TRAHEMARK OFFirF 

APPLICANT: Paul E. Stibolt . j 
SERIALNO: 09/981.089 ) Group Art Unit: 3637 

FILED: octol^r 16. 2001 j ExaminerPhi Dieu N. Tran 

TITLE; Window Wrap 

THE ASSISTANT COIWMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

MARKED yg RSIQN OF AMENDED CI AIMS 

1. CANCELLED 

2. CANCELLED 

3. CANCELLED 

4. CANCELLED 

5. CANCELLED 

6. CANCELLED 

7. CANCELLED 

8. CANCELLED 

9. CANCELLED 

10. CANCELLED 

11. A window wrap for use In forming a finished window frame around a 
rough window frame, said window wrap comprising multiple components, each 
component comprising two extensions, a wall extension and a jamb/sill extension 
the wall extension having a front and rear surface. said front and rear surface having 
inner and outer edges, reinforcing structure extending between the front and rear 
surfaces of the wall extension, the inner edges of the two extensions being joined at 
a joint extending along a longitudinal axis, said front and rear surfaces having outer 
portions which are free of relnfordng structure, each of the components are 
connected to each other at their longitudinal ends so that the wall extensions of each 
said components all extend outwardly from their said joint and lie in the same plane 
the jamb/sill extensions of each said portion all extend rearwardly from their said 
joint, each said jamb/sill extension lying perpendicular to the wall extensions. 
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12. The Window wrap of Claim 1 1 wherein the window wrap comprises four 
jamb and sill components, each connected to each other at their longitudinal ends at 
a right angle to each other to fomi a rectangular shape. 

13. The window wrap of Claim 1 1 wherein the jamb/slll extension has a 
front and rear surface, said front and rear surface having inner and outer edges with 
re/nfbrdng structure extending between the front and rear surface. 

14. The window wrap of Claim 1 1 wherein sa/d joint Is flexible and the 
inner edges of the rear surface are spaced apart from each other outwardly of the 
flexible Joint. 

15. The Window wrap of Claim 13 wherein the outer portion of the rear 
surface fovms a longitudinal hinge with the adjacent reinforcing stmcture whereby the 
outer portion of the rear surface of each extension may pivot rean«.ardJy to receive 
drywall panels of varying thicknesses. 

16. The window wrap of Claim 13 wherein said front and rear surfaces of 
said Extensions converge toward each other In a direction outwardly of said Joint. 

17. The window wrap of Claim 13 wherein the said reinforcing structure 
fi^rthey comprises a plurality of struts extending between said front and rear surfaces 
of each extension. 

1 18. The window wrap of Claim 17 wherein insulation is used to fill the gaps 
between said struts and said front and rear surfaces of each extension. 

19. The window wrap of Claim 13 wherein said outer portion of said rear 
surface of each extension provides a flange for attaching said window wrap to 
framing. 

20. The window wrap of Claim 1 3 wherein said front surface of each 
extension is covered by a primer or laminate. 

21 . The window wrap of Claim 1 3 wherein said front surface of each 
extension is covered with an extensible paper laminate affixed by an adhesive which 
remarns pliable and does not negate the extensible properties of the paper laminate 
under normal working conditions. 

22. The Window wrap of Claim 1 5 in combination with a block positioned 
adjacent to the rear surface of an extension when used with a drywall panel which Is 
thicker than the nonnal opening between the outer portions of the front and rear 
surfaces of the extension, to allow the drywall panel and the window 
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wrap to remain parallel to the fram/ng surface on which the drywall panel and 
window wrap are affixed. 

23. The Window wrap of Claim 13 wherein the inside surface of the outer 
portions Of said front and rear surfaces of an extension is affixed by an adhesive to 
the drywall panel which Is being used with the window wrap extension. 

24. The Window wrap of Claim 13 wherein one or both of the outer portions 
of said front and rear surfaces of an extension is removed or excluded. 

25. The Window wrap of Claim 1 1 wherein said jamb/sill extensions are cut 
or othenvlse shortened to accommodate for a iamb/sill which is shallower than the 
length of the jamb/sill extension. 

26. The window wrap of Claim 13 wherein a length of do^wall is inserted in 
the opening between the outer portions of the front and rear surfaces of the jamb/sill 
extension to accommodate for a jamb/sill which is deeper than the length of he 
jamb/sill extension. 

27. The Window wrap of Claim 1 1 wherein each of the components are 
connected to each other by a mitered-joint. 

28. The window wrap of Claim 27 wherein each of the mitered-Joints are 
fused or welded together. 

29. A method of finishing a window frame, the window frame having two 
side jambs, a head sill, and a bottom sill, comprising the steps of: 

providing a window wrap comprising two jamb components, a head sill 
component, and a bottom sill component, each component comprising two 
extensions, a wall extension and a jamb/sill extension, each extension having a fnDnt 
and rear surface, said front and rear surface having Inner and outer edges 
reinforcing structure extending between the front and rear surfaces of each of the 
two extensions, the inner edges of the two extensions being joined at a joint 
extending along a longitudinal axis, said fr^nt and rear surfaces having outer 
portions which are free of reinforcing structure, each of the jamb and sill components 
are connected to each other a, their longitudinal ends at a right angle to each other 
to form a rectangular shape and so that the wall extensions of each said jamb and 
sill component all extend outwardly from their said joint and lie in the same plane 
and the jamb/siil extensions of each said jamb and sill component all extend 
reanvardly from their said joint, each said jamb/sill extension iy^ng perpendicular to 
each adjacent jamb/sill extension and wall extension. 



Received from < 31 2 Ml S663 > at 2/5103 5:31 :30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



02/05/2003 17:31 FAI 312 427 6663 LADAS & PARRY ©014/017 



inserting the window wrap Into a rough window frame; 
affixing the window wrap and inserted drywall panels to the framing surface- 
applying plaster or plaster alternative In the area where the window wrap and 

drywall panels meet to create a smooth^ level surface between the device and 

panels; 

allowing the plaster or plaster alternative to dry; and 

applying paint or other surface coverfng to the installed window wrap and 
drywall panels. 

30. A method of finishing a window frame, the window frame having two 
side^ambs. a head sill, and a bottom sill, comprising the steps of: 

providing a window wrap comprising two jamb components, a head sill 
component, and a bottom sill component, each component comprising two 
extensions, a wall extension and a jamb/sill extension, each extension having a front 
and rear surface, said front and rear surface having inner and outer edges 
reinforcing structure extending between the front and rear surfaces of each of the 
two extensions, the Inner edges of the two extensions being joined at a Joint 
extending along a longitudinal axis, said front and rear surfaces having outer 
portions which are free of reinforcing structure, the outer portion of the rear surface 
forming a longitudinal hinge with the adjacent reinforcing stmcture whereby the outer 
portion of the rear surface of each extension may pivot rearwardly to receive drywall 
panels of varying thicknesses, each of the Jamb and sill compornents are connected 
to each other at their longitudinal ends at a right angle to each other to form a 
rectangular shape so that the wall extensions of each said jamb and sill component 
all extend outwardly from their said joint and lie in the same plane, the jamb/sill 
extensions of each said jamb and sill component all extend rean^/ardly from their 
said jotnt. each said jamb/sill extension lying peipendicular to each adjacent jamb/slll 
extension and wall extension; 

applying an adhesive to the inside surface of the outer portion of the front and 
rear surfaces of the wall extensions; 

inserting drywall panels into spaces between the front and rear surfaces of 
each wall extension; 

if necessary, placing shims between the window wrap and the framing 
suri'aces; 

inserting the window wrap into a rough window frame; 
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affixing the window wrap and inserted drywall panels to the framing surface by 
applying an adhesive between the window wrap and the framing surface; 

applying piaster or plaster alternative in the area where the window wrap and 
drywall panels meet to create a smooth, level surface between the device and 
panels; 

allowing the plaster or plaster alternative to dry; and 

applying paint or other surface covering to the installed window wrap and 
drywall parcels. 

31 . The method as in Claim 29 wherein one or both of the outer portions of 
said front and rear surfaces of an extension is removed and the window wrap is 
Inserted into a rough window frame before the drywali panels are affixed to the 
framing surface. 

32. The method as in Claim 29 wherein the Jamb/sill extensions are cut or 
otherwise shortened, before the window wrap is inserted into the rough window 
frame, to provide a jamb/slll which is shallower than the length of the Jamb/sill 
extension. 

33. The method as in Claim 29 wherein an adhesive is also applied to the 
inside surface of the jamb/sill extensions and a length of drywall is inserted in the 
opening between the outer portions of the front and rear surface of the jamb/sill 
extension to provide a jamb/sill which is deeper than the length of the jamb/sill 
extension. 

34. The method as in Claim 33 wherein if the inserted drywall panels are 
thicker than the normal space between the outer portions of the front and rear 
surfaces of the extensions, a block is p/aoed adjacent to the rear surface of each 
wing which accommodates the drywall panel which is thicker than the normal space 
to allow the drywall panel and the window wrap to remain parallel to the framing 
surface on which the drywall panel and window wrap are affixed. 

not aooL. "^^^ "'^^''"^ ^'^'^ ^ ^^^^""P'^ster or plaster alternative is 



— The use of corner finishing device cQmon»^»t s to form a winrf^w 

wrap for framing inside surfaces of a wtnHnw fr^^ e and 5.,irro..r.H. nQ inner w.M 
surfaces comprising: 

a roviding multiple comnonente having ^ predetermined fenoth befw»o» 
lo ngitudinal ends, each component havinn « > » all exten.sinn ^nd a iamhfe.ll 
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e^ension, each extension having a front ...^ ^^^ _ 

surface having inner and o.,t.r Pdne. , reinfbr.Ino ^„-,,„,, ,„ 

the front and rear surface^ of fhn wail .^.n.i.. ..^ 

extensions being jolneri mint extendino ..^n^ , ,ona,tudln.. .vi. 
front and rear surfares ha vi n g outer notion. ^„ ^^.^r, ,, , 

structure, an o„ter portion o f the rear .,.rf... ^, ... ...3,, 

iqnqitudinai hinq. with the adjacent reinfor^ino ......... e wher^hv th. 

port.on of the rear .;..rfare mav n^vot r^rr ive oan.l. of ..^ .^ 

th.cknessa.. the longitudinal end, of each .om p.„.». >,eina formed ....k .... 

the components may he nonnprf Pd tooeth^r .Ko .. naitudina. .nHo 

said Window wrap in which the wail Pxtension. of .... ...^ comoon.n.. ... 

extend outwardly from .aid joint and iie in th. ..n,» p..„,. ;.^k/.... 

extensions of each of said components ail ext^n^ r..^....^ 

lie m q plane perpendicular to tho w^h extensionft; a»H 

connecting said components to^th.r .t ^ .ornoonenf .ong iH.H.„,. 
ends to form sairf window wrap 

— The use of corner finishing ri»„ fce comnnn^nt. as claimed in 

Claim 36 wherein said hmb/sill e^pn.ion k.. ^ .>^ „t ,,,, 
separated by rBinf orcino sfrimttiro 

^ I he use of corner finishing d«>^ j ce comoon>.nf . as clalmftH in 

Claim 37 Wherein the outer portions of «»>.rf fro„. rear,....rf.^». 
lamb/sill extension ar^ f r ee of reinforcing structure 

^ The use of corner finishing de vice eomnon^„ts as claim^ri ir^ 

Claim 36 wherein sai n joint is a flexible joint 

— t he use of corner finishinn ri^ v tce comnon^nf s as claimed in 

Claim 36 Wherein said w.» and iamb/sill .vf.n..-„». ^ ^ end fro.^. th. | ..». . 
90* angl e from each other. 

~ I he use of corner finishing rip uice comnon.nfs as claimprf in 

Claim 37 wherein either of the outer no,f ion. ... ^^^^^^ ^ 
and jamb/sill extensions do not extend n..,f ^ infor..ino 

^ The use of co rner finishing rtevir» ^^^p^ ^^nts as claimed in 

Claim 37 wherein both th^ outer nortinn. of th. „ 

lamb/sill extensions do not extend oa5;t ■<:^id rein forcing ^tr..r^..r^ 
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^ I ^e "se of comer finishinn rt e yjce comr»nn., nts as ^l^imoH 

Claim 37 vyherein either of thP outer Dort;»n. »f .h. . ^ar surf.... fi,. .....^ 

ffOd lamb/sill e?^tensions rtopc, not ert^.^^ p..> o ^.d reinfami^^ o*^..^...,^ 

The "se of comer finishinn rf^y l ^e comnnnonf.. claim«>ri in 

Claim 37 wherPin both of the o..tpr portions of f ho . „rfe«^. nf fh. 
lamb/sill e^ensions do not extend oast «^iH .-o. nforctnq ^r,.r^..r^ 

— I be use Of corner finishinn ri^ y jce comnnn^nts as cla.m«>rt in 

Claim 37 whorPin none of the o..tPr nnrfinn. ^.♦k^ ^ o„t ^„ , 

the wall ancj jambfeili extensions extend n^<.f ...i d reinfnm.nq 
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